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Danco ng  And  Wuyi Yancha : O rig ins And  Date s

Danco ng : Fe ng huang , Guang d o ng
• Local g rowe rs se le cte d  exce p tional tre e s 

from Fe ng huang  Shuixian, a se e d -g rown 
tea p op ulation. 

• The y p rop ag ate d  the se  se le ctions as 
name d  Dancong  lineag e s.

Yancha : Wuyi Mo unta ins, Fu jian
• Wuyi rock tea use s se ve ral cultivars. 
• Its Shuixian is Fujian Shuixian, which 

orig inate d  in J ianyang . 
• It is d istinct from Fe ng huang  Shuixian.

Danco ng  m ile sto ne s
• 1547: the  Chaozhou g aze tte e r re cord s trib ute  

te a from Raop ing .
• 1875–1908: g rowe rs harve st, p roce ss and  se ll 

se le cte d  tre e s se p arate ly as Dancong .
• 1975: a major surve y catalog s o ld  tre e s and  

exce p tional lineag e s.

Wuyi m ile sto ne s
• 806–820: writte n re cord s o f Wuyi te a 

p rod uction.
• 1734: Lu Ting can’s Xu Cha J ing  p re se rve s an 

earlie r account o f Wuyi sun-withe ring , 
ag itation, p an-firing  and  b aking .

The  co nne ctio n  Danco ng  and  Yancha  is o o lo ng  cra ftsm ansh ip . 
Wuyi has the  e a rlie r w ritte n  p ro ce ssing  re co rd . 
Danco ng  d e ve lo p e d  fro m  Guang d o ng ’s lo ca l te a  p o p u la tio n , ra the r than  fro m  Wuyi’s Shu ixian  cu lt iva r.



Tea Maker’s Pics



The  So ng  Em p e ro r And  The  Te a  O f Pho e n ix Mo unta in
A Lo ca l Le g e nd  Fro m  The  Fa ll O f The  So uthe rn  So ng

Local trad ition te lls o f the  young  Song  e mp e ror Zhao  Bing  fle e ing  south 
as Mong ol fo rce s ad vance d . During  his journe y, he  reache d  the  Phoe nix 
Mountains near Chaozhou. Exhauste d  and  d e sp e rate ly thirsty, he  soug ht 
re lie f among  the  mountain villag e rs.

The  villag e rs o ffe re d  him an infusion of local Hong yin tea. He  d rank and  
found  that it re fre she d  him and  ease d  his thirst. In g ratitud e , he  
b e stowe d  the  name  “Song  Tea.” Late r g e ne rations calle d  it Song zhong , 
meaning  “Song  lineag e ,” and  associate d  the  tea with the  e mp e ror’s visit.

In a mag ical ve rsion of the  sto ry, a p hoe nix b ird  hears o f the  e mp e ror’s 
thirst and  carrie s a te a b ranch to  him. The  tea’s p o inte d  leave s re se mb le  
a b ird ’s b eak, g iving  rise  to  ano the r local name , “b ird -b eak tea.” The  sto ry 
live s on in Song zhong  name s and  the  tea culture  o f Phoe nix Mountain.

Trad itional p ortrait o f Zhao  
Bing

Song zhong  names p re se rve  this association and  re fe r to  seve ral tea lineag es tod ay.



Song Zhong Dancong 
Lineage

Tre e Location

Wud ong Song  Cha
aka
Song zhong No. 1 
Dong  Fang  Hong

Li Zai Ping  villag e , Wud ong
Mountain, at ap p roximate ly 
1,150 m. 

This mothe r tre e  d ie d  in 
Aug ust 2016

Its p re se rve d  sp e cime n is 
d isp laye d  at the  Chaozhou 
Fe ng huang Dancong  Tea 
Muse um.

Da An Song zhong
aka
Da Cong  Cha

In the  tea g ard e n b e hind  
Taip ing  Te mp le , Da An 
villag e , Fe ng xi, at 
ap p roximate ly 950 m.

• The re  are  se ve ral Song zhong lineag e s
• The se  are  d istinct tre e s and  lineag e s. 
• Both locations and  the  d eath o f Song zhong No. 1 are  

d ocume nte d  b y the  Chine se  Tea Scie nce  Socie ty. 



Danco ng  Pro ce ssing  
Ste p s

Picking
Pick d e ve lop e d  
leave s whe n the  

shoot has 
stop p e d  

exte nd ing . 
Hand le  g e ntly.

Sun-w ithe ring  
(sha i q ing )
Sp read  the  

leave s in 
sunlig ht to  

softe n the m and  
re d uce  moisture .

Ind o o r re st ing  
(lia ng  q ing )

Move  the  leave s 
into  shad e  to  

cool and  
re d istrib ute  

moisture .

Ag ita t io n  a nd  
re st  (zuo q ing )

Alte rnate  tossing  
with re sting . 

This d e ve lop s 
aroma and  

p artial oxid ation.

Fixing  
(sha  q ing )

Heat the  leave s 
to  stop  most 

e nzymatic 
oxid ation.

Ro lling  
(ro u n ia n )

Roll into  long  
strip s, the n 
loose n the  

clump s.

Drying
Ap p ly heat to  

re move  moisture  
and  make  the  

tea stab le .

So rting  
a nd  

fina l ro a sting
Re move  ste ms 
and  unwante d  

leaf. 
Re -b ake  as 

ne e d e d  to  finish 
the  tea’s flavor.



Majo r Pro d ucing  Re g io ns And  Villag e s

Re g io n  /  villag e Site  e le va tio n Exam p le s /  lo ca l co nte xt

Wud ong : Li Zai Ping  /  Shi Tou J iao 1,150 /  1,100 m [R] Song  Tea /  Huang zhi se le ctions

Fe ng xi: Da An /  Zhong  Ping 950 /  ab out 900 m [R] Song zhong  /  Zhilan se le ctions

Fe ng b e i: Guan Tou She ab out 1,000 m [R] Many name d  o ld  tea tre e s

Fe ng xi: Ping  Ke n Tou /  An J iao 850 /  800 m [N] NYTS Ya Shi Xiang  /  Mi Lan Xiang

Er Ya: Tian Zhu Ke n (Ke ng ) 750 m [N] NYTS Dancong  Hong  Cha lo t

Shi Gu Ping 750 /  1,000 m [R] Huang zhi lineag e s /  She  tea trad ition

Raop ing , Fub in: Ling  Tou /  Shang  She 326 /  713 m [S] Dancong  p rod uction outsid e  
Fe ng huang

We nci: Shang  Xian Gu 118 m [S] Lowe r-e levation p rod uction re fe rence

[R] Historical tre e  site s.  [N] NYTS p rod uce r d e tails.  [S] Re search surve y site s.
Ele vations re fe r to  p articular g ard e ns or tre e s. Wud ong  is one  p art o f the  wid e r Dancong  g rowing  area.



Naming And Classification
NAMING / GRO UPING EXAMPLES /  GRO UPS MEANING

NAME DESCRIPTO RS

Aroma or taste Huang zhi Xiang  /  Youhua Xiang Gard e nia /  p ome lo  b lossom

Leaf shap e Zhuye  /  Ju Duo Zai Bamb oo-like  leave s /  se rrate d  e d g e s

Leaf co lor Da Wu Ye  /  Da Bai Ye Dark g re e n leaf /  b ig  white  leaf

Tre e  form Da Cong  Cha /  Yu San Cha Larg e  b ush /  umb re lla-shap e d  canop y

Place Da An Song zhong  /  Wud ong Villag e  /  p rod ucing  area

Le g e nd Song zhong  /  Baxian Song  lineag e  /  the  Eig ht Immortals

Pe rson + aroma Jiachang  Huang zhi Xiang Growe r’s name  + g ard e nia aroma

OTHER DESCRIPTO RS

Leaf size Dà yè / zhōng yè / xiǎo yè Larg e  /  me d ium /  small

Sp ring  g rowth Tè  zǎo / zǎo / zhōng /  wǎn Extra-early /  early /  mid  /  late

Harve st season Chūn chá / xià chá / q iū chá / dōng chá Sp ring  /  summe r /  autumn /  winte r

Roast le ve l Qīng b è i huǒ /  zhōng b è i huǒ /  zhòng b è i huǒ Lig ht /  me d ium /  heavy

Quality g rad e Tè  jí /  yī jí /  è r jí /  sān jí Sp e cial /  Grad e s 1, 2 and  3

Lot typ e Dān zhū Sing le  tre e



10 Classic Dancong Aroma 
Types

Name Aroma re fe rence

Huang zhi Xiang Gard enia

Zhilan Xiang O rchid

Yulan Xiang Mag nolia

Milan Xiang Hone y-orchid

Xing ren Xiang Almond

Jiang hua Xiang Ging e r

Roug ui Xiang Cinnamon

Guihua Xiang O smanthus

Ye laixiang Nig ht-flower

Moli Xiang Jasmine



Huang zh i Xiang : Ga rd e n ia  Se le ctio ns

Aro m a  Gro up Cult iva r /  Nam e d  Se le ct io n Alia s O r Nam e  Clue

Huang z
hi

Wud ong Song  Cha Dong  Fang  Hong  /  Tuan Shu Ye

Da An Song zhong Da Cong  Cha, the  Da An se le ction

Shitoujiao  Huang zhi Xiang Jiachang Huang zhi Xiang

Cu Xiang  Huang zhi Strong  frag rance

Li Zai Ping  Da Bai Ye Larg e , p ale  young  leave s

Zong  Suo J ia Name  re calls a p alm-fib e r rain cap e  story

Min Ping  Da Bai Ye Growe r name  and  p ale  leave s

Wu Ye  Zai Huang zhi Dark-leaf name

Hu Cuo Huang zhi Hu Cuo locality

Da Wu Ye  Huang zhi Larg e , d ark young  leave s

Xian Dou Ye Leave s re se mb le  p eanut leave s

Yu San Cha Umb re lla-shap e d  canop y

Source : T/CZTTBZ 001—2021, Ap p e nd ix A, Tab le  A2. Group ing  fo llows this catalog ue .



Zhilan  Xiang : O rch id  Se le ctio ns

Aro m a  Gro up Cult iva r /  Nam e d  Se le ct io n Alia s O r Nam e  Clue

Zhilan

Baxian Baxian Guohai /  J ie  Zhong

Song zhong  Zhilan Xiang Hua Xiang  Zhilan

Shitou Zhilan Xiang Shitoujiao  locality

We i Guang  Zhilan Xiang Growe r We i We ig uang

Xiong  Di Cha “Brothe rs tea,” orig inally mad e  from two tre e s

Wu Ye  Zhilan Xiang Dark young  leave s

Nai Qing Name d  for a tea me rchant

J i Long  Kan Canop y re se mb le s a chicke n e nclosure

Gan Ye Ju Zai Ye , citrus-like  leave s

Chuan Zhou Zhilan Xiang Zhu Ye , b amb oo-like  leave s

Guo An Zhilan Xiang Also  calle d  Zhu Ye

Le i Kou Chai Pi Ding  Xiang , lig htning -struck mothe r tre e

Source : T/CZTTBZ 001—2021, Ap p e nd ix A, Tab le  A2. Group ing  fo llows this catalog ue .



Yulan  And  Milan : Mag no lia  And  Ho ne y-O rch id

Aro m a Gro up Cult iva r /  Nam e d  Se le ct io n Alia s O r Nam e  Clue

Yulan

Guan Mu Shi Yulan Xiang Li Min Zhong

Jin Yulan “Gold e n mag nolia”

Zi Mao Yulan Zi Mao locality

Niang  Zai San Low, sp read ing  umb re lla-like  canop y

Xiang  Fan Shu Swe e t aroma re se mb ling  cooke d  swe e t p o tato

Milan

Milan Xiang Catalog ue  se le ction at Ke  Xi

Da An Mi Xiang Da An locality

Shitou Mi Xiang Shitoujiao  locality

Bai Ye  Milan Bai Ye  Dancong  /  linke d  to  Ling tou se le ction

Source : T/CZTTBZ 001—2021, Ap p e nd ix A, Tab le  A2. Group ing  fo llows this catalog ue .



Xing re n  And  J iang hua : Ke rne l And  Ging e r-Flo w e r

Aro m a Gro up Cult iva r /  Nam e d  Se le ct io n Alia s O r Nam e  Clue

Xing re
n

Ju Duo Zai Small, d e e p , saw-like  leaf se rrations

Xing re n Xiang Catalog ue  se le ction at Wud ong jiao

Jin Pe ng  Xing re n Xiang Growe r Li J inp e ng

Da Wu Ye The  Da Lu Ding  se le ction in this catalog ue

Da An Xing re n Xiang Da An locality

Tao  Re n Xiang Peach-ke rne l-like  aroma

J iang h
ua

Jiang hua Xiang Jiang  Mu Xiang  /  Tong  Tian Xiang , Zhong  
Ping

Jiang  Mu Xiang Se p arate  Guan Tou She  se le ction

Tong  Tian Xiang Se p arate  Da An se le ction

Li Zai Ping  J iang hua Xiang Li Zai Ping  locality

Ke ng  Qian J iang hua Xiang Ke ng  Qian locality

Source : T/CZTTBZ 001—2021, Ap p e nd ix A, Tab le  A2. Group ing  fo llows this catalog ue .



Ro ug ui And  Guihua : Cinnam o n And  O sm anthus

Aro m a  Gro up Cult iva r /  Nam e d  Se le ct io n Alia s O r Nam e  Clue

Roug u
i

Roug ui Xiang Catalog ue  se le ction at Ke ng  Qian
Shan Qie  Ye  Roug ui Xiang Leaf shap e  sup p lie s p art o f the  name
Qi Xing  Roug ui Xiang Guo Jiang  Long , “d rag on crossing  the  rive r”
Er Ya Roug ui Xiang Er Ya locality

Guihu
a

Qun Ti Dancong Guihua Xiang , p rop ag ate d  g roup
Wud ong  Guihua Wud ong  locality
Guan Tou She  Guihua Xiang Guan Tou She  locality
Qi Pan Guihua Xiang Qi Pan locality
Tuan Shu Ye  Guihua Xiang Leaf-shap e  name
Jin Guihua Se le ction from a Bai Ye  Milan variant
Guihua Xiang Catalog ue  se le ction at Yan Zai
Bai Guihua Ye llow-g re e n leave s in the  catalog ue
Zai Che ng  Guihua Xiang Growe r Huang  Zaiche ng

Source : T/CZTTBZ 001—2021, Ap p e nd ix A, Tab le  A2. Group ing  fo llows this catalog ue .



Ye la i And  Mo li: Nig ht-Flo w e r And  J a sm ine

Aro m a Gro up Cult iva r /  Nam e d  Se le ct io n Alia s O r Nam e  Clue

Ye lai

Ye lai Xiang Catalog ue  se le ction at Shitoujiao

Be i Tou Ye lai Xiang Be i Tou Zhong

Li Zai Ping  Ye lai Xiang Catalog ue  e ntry g rown at Gui Zhu Hu

Ye  He Name  re fe rs to  nig ht-b looming  flowe rs

Moli
Moli Xiang Catalog ue  se le ction at Zi Mao

Zhu Liu Moli Xiang Zhu Liu locality

Source : T/CZTTBZ 001—2021, Ap p e nd ix A, Tab le  A2. Group ing  fo llows this catalog ue .



O the r Aro m a  Gro up s: Po m e lo , O rang e  And  Bayb e rry

Aro m a Gro up Cult iva r /  Nam e d  Se le ct io n Alia s O r Nam e  Clue

Youhua

Ke ng  Qian Youhua Xiang Pome lo  b lossom, Ke ng  Qian se le ction

Guan Tou She  Youhua Xiang Pome lo  b lossom, Guan Tou She  se le ction

You Cha Ye Leaf shap e  re se mb le s o il-tea came llia leave s

You Ye Leave s re se mb le  p ome lo  leave s

Che ng h
ua

Che ng hua Xiang O rang e -b lossom aroma

Yang me i
Yang me i Xiang Bayb e rry aroma /  flavor

Yang me i Ye Leave s re se mb le  b ayb e rry leave s

Source : T/CZTTBZ 001—2021, Ap p e nd ix A, Tab le  A2. Group ing  fo llows this catalog ue .



O the r Gro up s: Fuzi, Huang cha  And  Bitte r Typ e s

Aro m a  Gro up Cult iva r /  Nam e d  Se le ct io n Alia s O r Nam e  Clue

Fuzi
Da An Jian Ye Long , p o inte d  leave s

We i Guang  Fuzi Xiang Growe r We i We ig uang

Guo Ping  Fuzi Xiang Growe r We n Guop ing

Jin Shan Fuzi Xiang Growe r We n Jinshan

Huang c
ha

Lao Cong  Huang cha Xiang O ld -b ush se le ction

Da Ping  Huang cha Xiang Da Ping  locality

Guo Xiong  Huang cha Xiang Growe r We n Guoxiong

Hu Cuo Huang cha Xiang Hu Cuo locality

Kuzhong
Ku Zhong  Dancong Catalog ue  se le ction at Gui Zhu Hu

Wu Ye  Ku Zhong Dark-leaf b itte r typ e

Ku Zhong Catalog ue  se le ction at Shui Lu Zai

Ku Zhong  Cha Catalog ue  se le ction at Zhong  Xin Re n

Source : T/CZTTBZ 001—2021, Ap p e nd ix A, Tab le  A2. Group ing  fo llows this catalog ue .



O the r Fre sh -Frag rance  Se le ctio ns

Aro m a  Gro up Cult iva r /  Nam e d  Se le ct io n Alia s O r Nam e  Clue

O the r

Ge  Gu Lao Frog -skin-like  leaf surface

Ge  Gu Anothe r frog -skin leaf se le ction

Zhang  Lang  Chi Leave s like ne d  to  cockroach wing s

Li Zai Ping  Hong  Di Re d -p urp le  leaf stalk /  le af b ase

Gao Zhi Xiang Catalog ue  se le ction at Li Zai Ping

Man Tang  Xiang Frag rance  fills the  room

Shan Qie  Ye  Nai Xiang Leaf-shap e  name  and  milk-like  aroma

Xiao  Wu Ye Small, d ark young  leave s

Ya Hou Tuan Shu Ye Fe i Lai Yan, “flying  swallow”

Qi Lan Xiang Aroma comp are d  with Qilan tea

Da Ju Xiang Flavor comp are d  with citrus p e e l

Fe ng  La Xiang  Dancong Flavor comp are d  with b e e swax

Source : T/CZTTBZ 001—2021, Ap p e nd ix A, Tab le  A2. Group ing  fo llows this catalog ue .
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